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The leader in public finance. With more than 100
lawyers in seven cities, we have the largest public
finance practice in the United States. As bond
counsel, underwriters’ counsel or special counsel,
we cover every area of public finance law. Our
lawyers can advise you on legal questions arising
from transaction structuring, security, tax issues,
disclosure, legislation and regulatory compliance.

Hawkins Delafield & Wood lawyers share your 
commitment to working for a public purpose.

Founded in 1854, we’ve dedicated our practice to 
governmental and nonprofit transactions for over 
100 years.

Our legal advice helps you and your financial team
develop projects and programs that achieve objectives,
improve lives and strengthen communities.



the prudent pioneer. We share your ambition to innovate,
build and grow. To every project we bring a willingness
to break through barriers, along with the time-tested
judgment that ensures sound transactions. 

The history of public finance in the United States is 
the history of Hawkins Delafield & Wood. In the mid-19th
century, we helped finance the railroad expansions that opened
the West.Later,we helped create the tollroad and port authori-
ties, housing finance agencies, higher education and health
care facilities authorities,and environmental facility financing
agencies that built our nation’s modern infrastructure.

Today,we continue to lead in the areas vital to our communi-
ties: housing,education,health care,energy, transportation,solid
waste,clean water,economic development and redevelopment.

The Gold Standard 
Hawkins ranks as the nation’s top law firm in cumulative public
finance transaction volume. Since 1980, when statistics were first
compiled, we have been ranked:

• #1 in volume of bond issuance

• #1 in underwriters’ counsel volume

• #1 in state housing finance 

• #1 in public power finance

• #1 in solid waste finance

• #1 in transportation finance

• #2 in health care and higher education finance

• a leading firm in asset securitization.
* Source:Thomson Financial.

a link with
the pastbuilds
a bridge to
the future.



Complex, innovative and critical projects are our stock
in trade. Whether you’re starting a project from scratch
or adding a new twist to a long-running program, our
experience helps us develop and execute ideas that work.

Go First. Many of our innovations have become blueprints for
similar transactions nationwide.Among other notable accomplish-
ments, Hawkins:

• Pioneered the state clean-water revolving fund structure arising
out of the Water Quality Act of 1987,a pooled loan program now
used in states nationwide

• Created the model for tollroad authorities now used in 
many states

• Drafted enabling legislation that served as a model for 
numerous state health care and higher education authorities

• Acted as bond or underwriters’ counsel on Federal Higher
Education Act student loan financings in more states than any
other bond firm

• Established the first statewide “moral obligation”reserve fund
replenishment program available to higher education and health
care borrowers 

Think Big
Clients come to us for counsel on bond issues that rival major corpo-
rate and commercial transactions in size, impact and sophistication.
For example,we’ve played a leading role in:

• The combination of three large multi-state hospital systems to
form Catholic Health East, involving the issuance of more than
$1 billion in bonds in six states

• The financing of California’s largest water reservoir for the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

• The $7 billion acquisition of Long Island Lighting Company by
the Long Island Power Authority

• Addressing California’s energy crisis by creating a creditworthy
power purchaser and financing power costs through the
municipal market’s largest transaction in history 

• The creation and financial development of New York’s 
Battery Park City

• Financings for New York City Health and Hospitals
Corporation, the nation’s largest municipal health care system

a strong 
foundation
helps break
new ground



Hawkins and New York — a special bond. Our firm has
strong ties to the nation’s financial capital.We were
there when the New York Triborough Bridge and
Tunnel Authority and the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey were formed, and we work with many
authorities and agencies in New York City.We are
proud to be part of New York’s vitality and evolution.

Although we’re known for large, complicated deals,
we’re equally proud to help communities across the
nation pursue their daily business. Whether you are
buying fire-fighting equipment,building a school,or just need
to cover temporary cash flow deficits, we take an interest in
your community’s welfare.

At Home from coast-to-coast 
We are the only national firm in the United States that focuses its
practice on public finance. Our broad vantage point gives you
access to successful solutions from across the country.We work
with thousands of clients, from California to Maine and Florida,
from the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico to Hawaii and Alaska. Our
clients include:

• states

• counties

• municipalities

• housing finance agencies and housing authorities

• health and educational facilities authorities

• local and regional school districts  

• highway and toll road authorities

• hospitals and health care systems

• water and sewer authorities

• solid waste districts

• colleges and universities

• preparatory schools

• airports and regional transportation agencies

• public power entities

• economic development authorities

• museums and cultural institutions

• federal departments and agencies

• national and regional investment banking firms

think
nationally,
act locally



Compliance with Federal regulations is key. That’s 
why Hawkins has established unique, dedicated regulatory
practices to support your transactions.

Tax compliance 
Our 12 full-time public finance tax lawyers — one of the largest
such groups in the industry — help you meet tax compliance
requirements to protect the tax-exempt status of your bonds.We
have obtained private letter rulings on numerous seminal tax issues.

SEC disclosure
We regularly advise clients on SEC Rule 15c2-12 compliance as
well as on Rule 10b-5 disclosure matters. Our lawyers have been
involved in the development of numerous SEC interpretive and 
No-Action Letters.

Housing Finance 
As the nation’s leading housing firm, we bring to bear a HUD 
law practice that’s been involved in the development of federal
housing policy on a wide range of issues, and unequalled 
experience working with state housing finance agencies.

navigating 
hurdles to
stay on track

Committed to compliance. Our tax, disclosure and
housing assistance practices in Washington, D.C. 
and New York—staffed by former officials of the IRS,
SEC and HUD—help you navigate federal regulatory
requirements.



We see ourselves as part of your team.We work with your
staff, underwriters, financial advisors, engineers and general
counsel,putting the resources of our entire firm at the service
of your financing team, your transaction, and your goals.

Your work style is our work style 
We approach client relationships as we do transactions—with a
commitment to building vital, workable systems and structures. Our
deep bench of seasoned lawyers gives us the surge capacity to take
on your largest transactions and the firmwide knowledge and
capability to staff your smaller deals efficiently.

Public—private partnerships
Hawkins is at the forefront of developing innovative public-private
partnerships and alternative capital project delivery methods. Our
lawyers work seamlessly with private and public sector participants
in major infrastructure procurements to bridge gaps in expectations
and appropriately allocate project responsibility, risk and reward.

Serving Educational and Cultural Institutions. 
We have assisted nationally prominent institutions
such as the Getty Museum and the National Academy of
Sciences, Yale, Georgetown and Columbia Universities,
the University of Michigan, and numerous private
secondary schools across the country.

a leader
that stands
behindyou



Build your future with us. The values that drive America’s
growth—restless imagination,pride in achievement,a collabo-
rative spirit and a strong work ethic—also drive our practice.
We look forward to working with you to achieve your next goal.

To find out more about making Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP
your partner in progress, we invite you to call our offices or visit
www.hawkins.com.

Practice Areas

• Cultural Institutions 

• Distressed Entities and Workouts

• Economic and Industrial Development 

• Environmental Facilities 

• Health Care 

• Higher Educational Facilities 

• Housing Finance and Regulations 

• Local Government Financing

• Power and Energy 

• Project Finance 

• Public Contracts and Procurement

• Public School Financing

• Real Estate 

• Secondary Schools 

• Securities 

• Securitization and Derivative Products

• Student Loans 

• Tax Law and Arbitrage Rebate Compliance

• Transportation 

A broad client base. Our Thousands of clients
include state governments, counties, municipalities,
regional transportation agencies, state and local
housing finance agencies, special purpose agencies,
nonprofit corporations and redevelopment, health
care and higher education authorities.  


